
Adjectives	  for	  talking	  about	  art…	  

COLOUR	   COMPOSITION	   FORM	  &	  SHAPE	   MOOD	   TONE	   TEXTURE	  
saturated	  
bright	  
pure	  
vivid	  	  
strong	  	  
dramatic	  	  
vibrant	  	  
brilliant	  	  
intense	  	  
powerful	  	  
primary	  
muted	  
subtle	  
dull	  
watery	  	  
subdued	  	  
delicate	  
gloomy	  
tertiary	  
faded	  
limited	  
gentle	  
	  

symmetrical	  
balanced	  
calm	  
still	  

poised	  
peaceful	  
precise	  
classical	  

asymmetrical	  
irregular	  
off-‐centre	  
lively	  

energetic	  
active	  

	  

geometric	  
jagged	  
sharp	  

mechanical	  
man-‐made	  
organic	  
rounded	  
curved	  
natural	  
irregular	  
coiled	  
heavy	  
solid	  

interlocking	  
symmetrical	  
overlapping	  
floating	  

insubstantial	  
	  

happy	  
cheerful	  
optimistic	  
joyful	  
vibrant	  
lively	  

positive	  
sad	  

depressed	  
moody	  
gloomy	  
miserable	  
negative	  
soothing	  
calming	  
restful	  
peaceful	  
gentle	  
sinister	  

mysterious	  
foreboding	  
oppressive	  
menacing	  
ominous	  

threatening	  
	  

dramatic	  
dark	  
deep	  

mysterious	  
intense	  
heavy	  
rich	  

strong	  
pale	  

bleached	  
light	  
faded	  
pallid	  
ashen	  

	  

uneven	  
bumpy	  
rough	  
jagged	  
serrated	  
coarse	  
gritty	  
grainy	  
gestural	  
complex	  
smooth	  
plain	  
soft	  

featureless	  
glossy	  
silky	  

	  


